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Surt’s up during a concert at the Creek band shell
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Surfers never grow old. They just get cooler.

Just ask the members of a band called Cutback. The four members of the band, all now in their 50s, and have
been surfing and playing music together for more than 30 years.

Drummer Joe DiDonna started playing drums when he heard Keith Moon in “I Can See For Miles.” In the early
70’s, DiDonna moved with his family to Florida from the cold water of the North. He was surfing at a Pompano
Beach pier when he said he asked this “dude” to help him push start his Volkswagen in return for a ride home.
That dude was guitarist Rich LaVoir.

“We surfed, I met his buddies Nicky (Ravine) and Frank (Ferraro). We all surfed, and we played music,” said
DiDonna.

In 2001, DiDonna sent Nicky Ravine a Christmas card. On the back he wrote, “If you need a drummer, give me
a call.” Ravine called, and the band was formed.

Although the four of them are all accomplished musicians, one thing keeps them from getting some bookings ~
they can’t sing. “We are lousy singers. We don’t take requests. We play what we play,” said Ferraro.



Instead, between instrumentals, they interact with the crowd providing a narration that leads listeners through
the history of surfing and the influence of surf culture around the world. Ferraro said he hears surf music every-
where. “It is the basis for the theme songs of many television shows, and is in the background of many movies,”
Ferraro said.

Cutback, itself, recently provided the music for a recently released surf film called “Amigos and Banditos,”
which was shot on location in Baja, Mexico by prominent filmmaker and surfer Mark Wilder.

Cutback has also released four CD’s. The first one, “Something Fishy,” was recorded during a party. According
to DiDonna, the second, “Almost Live,” which the band recorded itself, is the best. “We learned not to depend
on other people and plan to do things our way in the future,” DiDonna said.

Ferraro and LaVoir work for the advertising agency of Brainstorms Advertising and Marketing. Brainstorms
may be the only ad agency with a drum kit in the conference room. The drum kit sits in the corner because
every Thursday evening, Ferraro and LaVoir push the big table against the wall and turn their office space into a
rehearsal room.

According to Ferraro, surf music is becoming popular again. “We’re on a number of college radio stations
around the country so we’re suddenly getting invitations from Cocoa Beach to Melbourne,” he said.

Cutback will bring their surfing sound to the band shell behind the Coconut Creek Community Center, 1100
Lyons Road, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 13. The concert is free.
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